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A study of d’Orbigny’s “Voyage dans l’Amerique Meridionale” 1
III. A correction in respect of the split of the Synopsis Avium in
the 1837 volume of the Magasin de Zoologie
Edward C. Dickinson & Alain Lebossé
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ABSTRACT: In our recent paper on this subject we chose to consider that the Synopsis Avium
published in the Magasin de Zoologie in the 1837 volume – later continued in the 1838 volume –
was in two parts due to the suspension of publication while the publisher, Guérin‐Méneville,
dissolved the partnership and began a new business. More importantly we selected the break
between gatherings 4 and 5 (i. e. pages 48 and 49) as the point to separate what was published
in 1837 and what was held over for later publication. It was necessary that we make a
decision, but we admitted that the decision, for lack of proof, was arbitrary. We have now
found intriguing evidence which causes us to shift that break point to between gatherings 5
and 6 (i.e. pages 64 and 65). This may still not be proof, but it helps stability allowing us to
avoid some changes in nomenclatural detail.
KEYWORDS: Magasin de Zoologie, Synopsis Avium, Guérin‐Méneville, gatherings, issues, dates,
stability, Alcide d’Orbigny, Lafresnaye, Carl Hellmayr, Jules Verreaux, Otto Finsch, Charles
Lucien Bonaparte, handwriting, lithography.
INTRODUCTION

The pre‐eminent scholar to study the birds collected by Alcide d’Orbigny (1802‐1857) in
southern South America from 1826 to 1834 was Carl Eduard Hellmayr (1878‐1944).
Encouraged by Hans Freiheer von Berlepsch2 (1857‐1933), his mentor, Hellmayr – familiar
with his mentor’s superb collection – set out to study the types of South American birds in
the museums of Vienna, Berlin, Munich, Tring and Paris. D’Orbigny’s collections reached
Paris in instalments between 1827 and his return to France in 1834. They attracted the
attention of Henri Auguste Ménégaux (1857‐1937) and of Hellmayr in the first decade of the
20th century as part of Hellmayr’s research when still in his twenties.
Later, perhaps encouraged by Lord Rothschild, publisher of the Novitates Zoologicae,
Hellmayr produced a six part paper dealing with d’Orbigny’s collection and his reporting in
1 This paper was preceded, in this series (and in this volume), by “I. The contents of the parts of the volume on
natural history” which complements the evidence reported on by Sherborn & Griffin (1934)” and “II. On the
composition of the 1837 and 1838 volumes of the Magasin de Zoologie”. It will be followed by, first, a long
paper (No. IV), specific to the birds, examining case by case the nomenclatural precedence as regards
publication between the Synopsis Avium (published in the Magasin de Zoologie), and the Voyage, considering the
plate captions, and the text which almost always appeared after the relevant plate. Second, by a paper, (No.
V), indicating where and how the real precedence contradicts Sherborn’s entries in his Index Animalium, and
by (No. VI), which comments on d’Orbigny types – based on plate captions – held in the museum in Paris
(MNHN).
2 Often referred to as Graf von Berlepsch.
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detail such types as were in Paris. These reports (Hellmayr, 1921a, b, 1923, 1925a, b, c) were
published in the Novitates. Those studies informed the Catalogue of birds of the Americas (1918‐
1949) published by the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago. Indeed Hellmayr
succeeded Charles Burney Cory (1857‐1921) as editor of this seminal work and became
responsible for most of the 15 volumes.3
During the time Hellmayr was working on these two projects he, and the rest of the
zoological community, lacked detailed knowledge of the dates of publication of d’Orbigny’s
own work (Voyage dans l’Amérique méridionale), hereafter “the Voyage”, which appeared in 90
parts. It remained for Sherborn & Griffin (1934) to locate a set of parts wrappers allowing
them, from the details they found, to establish the contents per part and a wrapper date for
each part, which offered a much clearer picture. In particular, Sherborn & Griffin showed
that colour plates, with captions including scientific names, often appeared well before any
related text, whether in the Voyage or in the Synopsis Avium by d’Orbigny and Lafresnaye
(1783‐1861) – which had usually been seen as a precursor to the content on birds in the
Voyage. Unfortunately, Sherborn & Griffin’s paper was too late for Hellmayr’s work (and the
evidence we found suggests he never saw their paper).
Early this year Dickinson (2017) reviewed the paper by Sherborn & Griffin and offered
some minor corrections. Soon after Dickinson & Lebossé (2017) sought to date the Synopsis
Avium, by d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye which appeared before some or all the parts of the
Voyage. They recognised that the dating and authorship of new avian names (and sometimes
their spelling) depended on which work appeared first. The Synopsis Avium appeared in the
Magasin de Zoologie, volumes 7 (“1837”) and 8 (“1838”), a journal for which dates of
publication were very little understood. Tracing no evidence of the dates of issue of this
journal in the Bibliographie de la France Dickinson & Lebossé used the evidence they derived
from the sequencing of type‐setting of component parts – the numbered gatherings – that
made up these two volumes. They combined this with internal evidence provided by the
publisher, Guérin‐Méneville (1799‐1874), and a few published articles of the time which
provided clues.
During 1837 Guérin‐Méneville broke up with his partner (M. Lequien)4 in their
publishing business (see Guérin‐Méneville, 1838) which led to the suspension of publication
of the Magasin de Zoologie until about September 1838. Against this background, we
suggested, in our earlier paper, that part of the Synopsis appeared before the suspension –
and we suggested this comprised pages 1‐48 and that the balance of the 1837 part (pp. 49‐88)
only appeared after the suspension was lifted.
The source of fresh evidence:

We have now found evidence that persuades us that one additional gathering (pp. 49 to
64) was published before the suspension, i.e. in that first section; and thus that some taxa,
named in pages 49 to 64 were first named by d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye in the Magasin de
Zoologie rather than in captions to colour plates 34 to 39 – which were included in livraisons
23 and 35 to 39 of the Voyage – which we had first thought to precede the journal.

3 Vols. 1 to 11, but volume 1 comprised 4 large parts and volume 2 comprised 2 large parts. The last parts,
published from 1942 to 1949, and prepared by Hellmayr, were finalised by H. Boardman Conover (1892‐1950).
4 Also known as Lequien Fils (1803‐1885); one time chief editor of Le journal de Chartres (R. Bour, pers. comm.
10.10.2017).
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Our new evidence is probably unique, existing only in the form in which one of us
(Lebossé) found it. In March 2017 two curious bound volumes largely relating to French
ornithology were offered for sale in Paris. The spines with initials O.F. (see figure 1 below)
suggested that these were both rebound for an owner with those initials.

Figures 1a and 1b. The spines of the two volume compilation.
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The contents appear to have been handwritten on ruled paper (with a faint grid
background apparent on all the pages, including the many unused pages in volume two). It
is not set in type. We have found no record of another copy and it seems unlikely that other
copies were ever made.

Figure 2. The inserted handwritten title page for the Lafresnaye sale catalogue.

Volume 1 contains 1146 written pages and a few blank pages and volume 2 contains 188
written pages and hundreds of blank pages – suggesting that the compiler expected to add
more to the volume. The sequence of compilation appears to be random: volume 2 ends with
papers by P.L. Sclater from the pages of the Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London,
1859. Volume 1 contains, amongst many papers by a variety of authors, one paper dated
1860 and another dated 1861. There seems to be a realistic likelihood that volume 1, which
begins with the Lafresnaye sale catalogue, was compiled by Jules Verreaux (1807‐1873) along
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with Lafresnaye’s papers accessed during the three months5 when Verreaux was preparing
the sale catalogue (see Penard, 1945) thought to date from 1862 or 1863. Volume 2 may also
have been largely based on separates that Verreaux was able to retain from that period.
Volume 1 opens with the 358 pages that form a personal copy of the catalogue of
Lafresnaye’s collection, later comes 82 pages that reflect the first 64 pages of the Synopsis
Avium, and finally 489 pages copied from works published by Lafresnaye and 217 pages of
papers by 22 other authors. Volume 2 has only 188 inscribed pages. The bulk of these (the
first 144 pp.) present a copy of Lafresnaye’s “Essai dʹune nouvelle manière de grouper les
genres et les espèces de lʹordre des
Passereaux dʹaprès leurs rapports de
mœurs et dʹhabitation“ published in 1838
in the Mémoires de la Société Académique de
Falaise. That is followed by 20 pages from
three other papers by Lafresnaye and 23
pages copying 7 papers by P.L. Sclater and
one by G.R. Gray.
The two volumes in question were
purchased by Lebossé and our first key
question was “who might the copyist be?”
We concluded that the evidence strongly
supports Verreaux as the copyist.
The personal version of the sale
catalogue of Lafresnaye’s collection differs
from the lithographed version in that it
starts with the “Accipitres” not the
“Famil.
Psittacidæ”.
This
changed
sequence, to fit the systematic sequence of
the day, could not be done for the
catalogue itself because Verreaux was
constrained by the accessibility of the
cabinets (see figure 3 where the block of
smaller text below the title explains). In
Figure 3. The title page of the lithographed official figure 3 we display a title page of the
version of the Catalogue (image from Google Books
lithographed version which is not always
from copy on Hathitrust website).
present.6 In the volume acquired by
Lebossé this is replaced by a handwritten
title page (apparently not in Verreaux’s handwriting and omitting the word “Feu” [= the
late]) which dates the work 1862 (see figure 2).
Penard reported that on the day of the auction, on 4 September 1865, it was announced
that the whole bird collection had been bought by “the city of Boston” (actually by Henry
Bryant who presented it to the Boston Society of Natural History, which eventually passed it
on to Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard).

5 And this would strongly suggest that the two versions, clearly in the same handwriting, were created as a
single exercise with Verreaux wanting to have his version in his preferred sequence.
6 The copy displayed by the Biodiversity Heritage Library lacks a lithographed title page.
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The published hand‐written catalogue, which does not bear Verreaux’s name, was
lithographed by Gelin & Keller. It was originally available for 50 frs. from Ed. Verreaux7 and
is available in several natural history museum (including Paris, Tring and Boston), and can
be accessed on the Biodiversity Heritage Library.8

Figure 4
Figure 4. Page 1 of the official catalogue of Lafresnaye’s collection.

7

As can be seen just before the handwritten title page in the copy displayed by the Biodiversity Heritage
Library which is from the Smithsonian Institution.
8 www.biodiversitylibrary.org/creator/227252#/summary; https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.137762
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As regards the initials O.F. on the spine of the volumes we believe the individual who
obtained these volumes and had them bound is Otto Finsch (1839‐1917). The connection lies
in the relationships of Verreaux and Finsch to Charles Lucien Bonaparte’s Conspectus

Figure 5. Page 1 of the personal copy of the same catalogue (in volume 1).
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Generum Avium. Bonaparte (1803‐1857) made much use of Verreaux’s help and in particular
help with the synonymy (des Murs, 1874). Finsch enters the picture as the author of the 1865
index to the Conspectus.
The evidence for dating more pages of the Magasin de Zoologie from 1837:

Lebossé, who had only just received news that Dickinson & Lebossé (2017) had been
published, bought the two volumes described above because of the extent to which content
related to Lafresnaye. He then spent some weeks analysing the two volumes. That analysis
had much to do with who had copied all this text and why the copying had been done.
It was, of course, immediately apparent that the catalogue of Lafresnaye’s collection was
a major component and our subsequent investigation was assisted by the opportunity to
compare this with the “official” version of that catalogue, which was made possible when
we both visited the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris in September 2017. In the
meantime Lebossé had found the pages copied from the Synopsis Avium and discovered the
lack of pages 65 to 82 and the assertion “Incomplet” just after the words “secundariis apice,”
after which page 64 ends). This was most unexpected but when we examined it together we
immediately agreed that we must act on the evidence and that this required that the
evidence be published.

Figure 6. Pages 63 and 64 of the Synopsis Avium (in handwritten form).

And for comparison – and ease of access – we reproduce again here the page spreads
from page 48–49 and 64–65 of the Synopsis Avium.
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Figure 7. Pages 48‐49 (previously thought to be where the break came).

Figure 8. Pages 64‐65 (note that page 64 ends with “secunariis apice”).
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In conclusion, we now intend to apply this break point to our coming paper in which we
bring together all the evidence of publication dates and apply the dates to each of the avian
taxa named from the Voyage.
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