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ABSTRACT: To properly address potential conflicts in date precedence between new names in
d’Orbigny’s Voyage dans l’Amérique Méridionale and in the Synopsis Avium by d’Orbigny &
Lafresnaye published in the Magasin de Zoologie it is essential to understand the manner of
publication of the latter. We have learned that some ‘1837’ pages were delayed until late 1838,
and that the ‘1838’ text was also split into two sections. Using evidence from contemporary
published notes and depictions of pages we have arrived at reasoned month‐dates to put
forward for the publication of each of the four sections. Our elucidation of the composition of
these two volumes of the Magasin de Zoologie will interest zoologists working on other phylla.
KEYWORDS: d’Orbigny, Voyage dans l’Amérique Méridionale, Lafresnaye, Synopsis Avium,
precedence, Guérin‐Méneville, livraisons, issues, dates, gatherings, signatures, sizing,
sequence, page numbering.
INTRODUCTION

The resolution of questions of precedence between competing publications relating to
Alcide d’Orbigny’s Voyage dans l’Amérique Méridionale (hereafter the Voyage) requires an
understanding of the dates of the livraisons of that work and also of the competing
publication, the Synopsis Avium, by d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye, which seems to appear as a first
contribution in the Magasin de Zoologie in 1837 with a continuation in 1838.
Sherborn (1922: lxxxv) provided the following advice:
“8 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1830–38; contd. As “Mag.de Zool. Anat. et Paléont. 7 vols. 1839–1845,
1849; then as: Revue et Mag. De Zool. q.v. [The dates at the feet of some of the pages are
not accurate, the volumes seem to begin in July and end in June the year following. I
quote the date given on the T.P. of the volume which is near enough for all practical
purposes. There is no pagination and reference has to be made according to
circumstances. With vol. IV an effort was made to keep the publication within the year
given on the T.P. Vol. VII of ser. 2 (1845) was issued in 3 years, 1845, 1846 and 1849; of

1 This paper was preceded, in this series (and in this volume), by “I. The contents of the parts of the volume on
natural history” which complements the evidence of Sherborn & Griffin (1934). It will be followed by a long
paper (No. III) examining new avian names case by case to determine publication precedence between the
Synopsis Avium (published in the Magasin de Zoologie), and the Voyage, wherein the plates almost always
appeared before the relevant text, second, by two papers, (No. IV), which comments on the types held in Paris
or in Boston, and (No. V) comparing the available evidence as to names and dates of publication with
Sherborn’s entries in his Index Animalium, and discussing the contradictions.
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these “Mon. de Narcia” is 1846 (see p. 71); text to Moll. And pls. 136, 137, 138 to Arachn.
Pl. 6, to Insectes pls. 157, 158–165 were all issued in 1849].”2

Dickinson (2011: 213–215) summarised problems with this journal noting that there were
supposed to be monthly issues and that these, from time to time, ran late. He did not observe
that these monthly issues were difficult to define or that he knew of no issue wrappers. His
summary read “Unsatisfactory; any suggestion of a priority conflict needs further research
and such a priority question exists in relation to the publications of d’Orbigny and
Lafresnaye.”
Definitions:

We have found it necessary to use some rather technical terms (including some not
always used with the same meaning) and both English terms and French terms concern us.
These deal with the way in which journals, and books, were published or with how they
were printed and distributed in the first half of the 19th century.
Classe

A French term, in zoology was used for a subset of the fauna; thus
there were classes for mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and other
groups.

Direction line

This appears just below the page space reserved for the text. In
addition to the gathering number (or signature number) the same
line sometimes includes a date – in the publication covered here
only a year date is to be found. Elsewhere dates given to the month
are normally thought to signal the date of the type setting.

Forme

Type was selected from type trays and set in a forme for printing
the whole of one side of a sheet. At this period type was expensive
and printers had modest stocks of type, so for a lengthy
publication a gathering once printed in quantity would have it’s
type ‘taken down’ and the formes refilled for other sheets.

Gatherings

Sheets of paper printed, folded and cut to yield a number of pages.
Folding can yield four, eight or sixteen pages. An alternative name
is ‘signature’. French term: feuille. Prior to placement in a book or
journal the first page is numbered in the direction line and the
numbers for the series of gatherings allow them to be placed
correctly in sequence in the book or the journal.

Issues

Most journals are periodicals intended to appear regularly (e.g.
monthly or quarterly). Others are irregular, sometimes called
“occasional”. The Magasin de Zoologie differed in that the publisher
predicted, even promised, a certain number of pages during the

2 After our study restricted to two volumes reported upon here, Sherborn’s comments seem to be based on
occasional note taking and not a study of complete volumes. In the two volumes studied here dates at the foot
of the page are of two kinds (i) a year date, which appears on the direction line at the foot of pages which
carry gathering numbers, and (ii) dates at the end of text, apparently placed by the authors and presumably
such dates are those of completion of the paper or despatch to the publisher. Page numbering is not usual;
when it is present it relates to the article (and may spread over two or more signatures).
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coming year. He could also signal an intent to divide the annual
content into a number of issues.
Livraison

A French word meaning “delivery”. At this period many books
were sold livraison by livraison. In the context of a journal a
livraison should mean an issue, here we use it as an English word
with this meaning. A livraison was usually made up of two or
more gatherings. The term part has sometimes been used to
describe such issues.

Parts

Here, except in these definitions and in our reference list, we avoid
using the term “part” because it is ambiguous.

Sections

This is a term we use to mean a part of something, e.g. an irregular
part of something that when whole would have a different name.

Signatures

See gatherings. The term ‘signature number’ is more commonly
used than ‘gathering number’ – but here we use gathering number.

Sizing

Manufactured paper may soak up ink unless the paper is treated to
prevent that; ‘sizing’ is the technical term for such treatment. One
form of sizing was an application of gelatine to the paper. French:
apprêt.

General explanations:

The publisher divided the content into ten Classes and within each the plate numbering
was specific to the Classe3. Throughout each volume headers were used to facilitate
arrangement by Classe and, within each classe, the sequence according to the plate numbers,
is also given in the headers. The publisher (Guérin‐Méneville) encouraged zoologists to
subscribe even if only just for the Classe that interested them and evidently urged collecting
and binding those articles concerning Classe I (mammals), before those for Classe II (birds)
and so on, and usually libraries have complete sets with volume content for the year bound
in the sequence Classe I to X (although in any given year not every classe had content)4. Plate
numbering was per Classe and ran continuously from volume 1 to 8.
Blank pages were used where necessary to wholly separate one article from the next. In
addition the use of half gatherings (8 pp) and quarter gatherings (4 pp) – one page or more
perhaps being unprinted – will have facilitated the assembly. An annual index listed the
contents per Classe in sequence for binding5. The very limited use of page numbering made
such an index essential. We have seen no published notices or reports of issue content, nor
Some plate numbers were ‘ghosts’: e.g. the Synopsis Avium included no plates but Guérin‐Méneville assigned
numbers so that the pages could be placed in the appropriate sequence for binding between articles (almost all
articles came with plates).
4 But the most accessible copy in the library of the Natural History Museum in South Kensington London,
applies this approach but each of the six bound volumes that cover the whole 8 years of the 1st series groups
the classes twice: once for the early years and again for the later years. This, of course, does not allow
examination volume/year by volume/year. The set offered by the Biodiversity Heritage Library, which
comprises one bound volume per year with the classes arranged sequentially, is not quite complete (pp. 14–15
of the continuation of the Synopsis Avium is lacking) but is almost wholly satisfactory.
5 However, even within the classe, the suggested sequence may or may not have been the sequence of
publication.
3
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have we found any evidence that issues were sent out with printed wrappers and we doubt
that they were. Consequently we consider it probable that no evidence exists that would
allow the definitive determination of the make‐up of each issue.
The Magasin de Zoologie was intended to reach subscribers in 12 monthly issues and
from 1835 Guérin‐Méneville published a target number of feuilles (gatherings) together with
his policy on the ‘equivalence’ of plates in relation to gatherings of text (a colour plate was
equivalent to 16 pages of text; a black‐and‐white plate was equivalent to 8). The intent was
presumably to have monthly issues, each with about the same number of pages.
Although we believe that the publisher tried to make issues available monthly there is a
good deal of evidence that suggests he had trouble doing so. Clearly, Guérin‐Méneville as
publisher for volumes 1 to 6 had a series of problems with punctuality; but, as we shall
discuss, vol. 7 had special problems, and a knock‐on effect on vol. 86.
Below we examine the full content of the 1837 and 1838 volumes (7 and 8). We study
these because they contain the “Synopsis Avium, ab Alcide d’Orbigny, in ejus per Americam
meridionalem itinere, collectarum et ab ipso viatore necnon A. de Lafresnaye in ordino redactorum”.
As the Latin title implies N. A. A. de Lafresnaye (hereinafter shortened to Lafresnaye) (1783‐
1861) was the editor of this but not, as often thought, the lead author.7
The “Synopsis Avium” (or just ‘Synopsis’), comprised 88 pages in vol. 7 of the Magasin de
Zoologie and 34 pages in vol. 8. These volumes are usually dated 1837 and 1838. However,
the make‐up of the livraisons of the Magasin and their dates of issue are apparently
unknown. The timing, or at least the approximate dates, of the various pages of the Synopsis
Avium in each volume thus need to be worked out in order to determine whether new birds
were first described in the Voyage or in the Synopsis and where; a comparison with the dates
of the livraisons of the Voyage will be presented as paper III in this series.
However, before we examine the composition of these two volumes it is necessary to
explain that the partnership between M. Lequien and M. Guérin‐Méneville, the co‐
proprietors of previous volumes of the Magasin, broke down and that after publishing some
of the 1837 volume Guérin‐Méneville began to negotiate a takeover of the interest of M.
Lequien and suspended publication. It is only late in 1838 that Guérin‐Méneville was able to
announce (see Figure 1) that the suspension was over, that the 1837 volume was now
completely distributed, and what his plans were for the 1838 volume.
This notice (Figure 1), usually to be found bound in the 1837 volume, appeared together
with two pages entitled “Sur l’année 1837”, the second page being dated 1 September 1838. It
is clear from the word suspension that some of the 1837 volume had appeared earlier but not
how much; however, the notice does report that the balance “vient d’être distribuée”.
This information suggests that the complete balance of the 1837 volume may have begun
to appear about August 1838; this broadly fits with other evidence reporting that the last two
[of twelve?] livraisons for the 1837 year appeared in or before October, 1838 (see “L.”, 1838).
In the second paragraph monthly issues are promised at the end of each month in the 1839
volume; we understand this to imply a reversion to the original practice.

6 We use volume in the sense of annual volume as did Sherborn (1922) (this being common, if not standard,
practice when citing works from these volumes); Guérin‐Méneville used the term differently and wrote that in
some years he issued more than one volume!
7 This can be seen from the Tableau Méthodique published by Guérin‐Méneville for each volume and from the
later writings of Lafresnaye.
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The delineating and dating of the
issues does not seem to have been
attempted for any volume of the
Magasin de Zoologie (Dickinson et al.,
2011: 213–215); moreover, this journal
was not reported upon in the
Bibliographie de la France.
Here,
based
on
physical
examinations of these works. In
London and Paris and inspection of
the display of them on the Biodiversity
Heritage Library, we find, from both
the 1837 and the 1838 volumes of the
Magasin de Zoologie, that the standard
size of a gathering was 16 pages8. We
observed that where a gathering
number appears, and it features at the
right hand end of the direction line
(see Dickinson et al. (2011: 287), it is
accompanied by the volume year date
at the left hand end of the line. A few
gatherings are found to have the same
signature number on more than one of
their 16 pages (this occurs only when
different
articles
were
brought
together by the editor, filling space left
by a short gathering of, for example,
just eight pages).
With a complete analysis of a
Figure 1. The suspension and resumption of issues of the
volume we believed that we would be
Magasin de Zoologie 1837.
better informed because the signature
numbers largely reveal the printer’s assembly sequence for the volume – although some
short articles lack signature numbers and cannot be placed in sequence with certainty. Our
results do seem useful, but it must be kept in mind that gatherings can be shuffled9, i.e. re‐
sequenced, after delivery from printer to publisher, up to the moment an issue is assembled
by the publisher; i.e. the printer’s assembly sequence – as demonstrated by gathering
numbers – could be changed by the publisher.
1837 – CONTENT

The publisher Guérin‐Méneville wrote in the Introduction to the delayed 1837 volume
(see Figure 2), dated 1re septembre 1838, that only 82 of the promised 84 feuilles (gatherings)
had been supplied. His ‘feuille’ was 16 pages of text, but he also counted each colour plate as

Depending on the chosen page size a sheet can produce gatherings of eight or even just four pages.
Note that gatherings are folded sheets and while these could be moved any other revision would have to
have been made or facilitated by the printer (e.g. using half gatherings).
8
9
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Table 1. The make‐up of the 1837 volume (simplified: only key data included).

Signature
No.

Signature
date

1
1
2–6
7
7
8–9
9
9

1837
1837
1837
1837

10

1837

10

Pages

Abbreviated title

Author(s)

Classe

Plate
Nos.

1–8
9–16
1–80
81–88
89–96
1–28
29–30
[1–2]

[Le] genre Limnadie

Guérin‐Méneville

VII

21

Synopsis Avium

D’Orbigny &
Lafresnaye

II

77–79

Jacquemain
De Blainville
Lafresnaye

I
I
II

27–29

Eydoux & Gervais

III

12–16

Laurent

I

22–26

A. D’Orbigny

V

102–109

L’Herminier

II

84

Les Crinoïdes

A. D’Orbigny

X

3

Les Engoulevents
Amphisbène

Lafresnaye
Gervais

II
III

82–83
10–11

Les Tangaras

Lafresnaye

II

81

Fossiles

C. D’Orbigny

V

78

Céphalopodes
Title page

Rang
Rang

V

86–101

1‐10

Pachydermes fossiles
Séances de l’Académie
Mésange
Voyage de la Favorite.
Reptiles

80

11–16

11–14

1837

1–64

15

1837

1–16

16
16
17
17
18–19
20
20
21
21
22
22
23–27
27

1837

1–6
7–16
1–8
9–16
1–32
1–6
7–16
1–4
5–16
1–8
9–16
1–78
[79–80]

1837
1837
1837
1837
1837
1837

Mammifères
marsupiaux
Nudibranches de
France
Edicnème (vocifer)

Notes: (1) As explained earlier, gatherings are also called signatures and
carry gathering numbers. (2) Where, as for gathering 1, some of the
gatherings are given no title, we assume these pages may have been filled
with one or more short papers. (3) It will be seen that in Classe I gatherings
8–9 come with plate numbers higher than those with gatherings 11–14; in
the same way, in Classe II pl. 84 appears to precede pll. 81–83.
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one ‘feuille’ and each black and
white plate as half a ‘feuille’10 and he
then totalled the number of feuilles
for each classe. He showed full
gatherings, each based on 16 pages,
plus, where relevant, extra pages
signalling such numbers as 4, 6, 8,
10 or 12 pages.In the 1837 volume
the gatherings do tell us, when we
organise the list of contents, as far
as is possible on the basis of the
signature numbers given to the
articles, that the longer papers can
be placed in the printer’s sequence
(not necessarily the sequence of
publication), but where short
papers of anything from two to
twelve pages were to be inserted is
usually not evident. However, one
can learn a great deal from the
papers with signature numbers.
The publisher no doubt made
every effort to use each 16 page
gathering in full, when necessary
by including short articles such as
the one or two pages relating to a
plate. Thus, for example, when a
gathering appears to be only 12
pages long he will have needed to
seek four pages that would have
fitted there.
It is also apparent that within a Figure 2. Sur l’année 1837 (The basis for the reconciliation of
volume the recommended binding plates and text pages in this volume).
was to keep the plates in their
sequences, class by class; so it would seem reasonable to suppose that in any class plate
numbers were to rise (and not appear in random order). Despite expecting such orderly
publication we found that some plates must have appeared out of sequence and we found
reasons for this.
The sum of the pages covered by short articles (those less than 10 pages and not inserted
in Table 1 – because no gathering number appears on them) is 54 pages; the spaces into
which these were fitted total 72 pages (two of which we presume to have been Rang’s title
page). With those small papers came pl. 85 in Classe II, pll. 16–17 in Classe IV, pll. 80–101 in
Classe V and pll. 161–183 (apparently with some duplication of numbers) for Classe IX.
Figure 2 shows where Guérin‐Méneville at the year‐end provided his explanation of the
content delivered.
10

The basis for these relationships must surely have been cost.
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The verso of the page shown in Figure 2 is where Guérin‐Méneville explained his plans
for the next volume and where the date 1st September 1838 appears. (See Appendix I. for our
detailed analysis of the content.)
The following notes seek to reconcile the differences. They are based on the belief that
the printers would have used half gatherings (8 pp.) whenever necessary11, this being
dictated by any number of pages over 4, and that they would have used quarter gatherings
(4 pp) as their minimum out‐turn so that a two‐page paper would have another leaf (two
pages) blank, which could be excised when the volume was to be bound12. We suspect that
Guérin‐Méneville identified the opening half signatures (of 8 pp.) in gatherings 7, 16 and 20;
in the first case 8 pp. and in the other two 6 printed and 2 unprinted, these 2 at least
sometimes not being retained at the time of binding.
Notes on Figure 2:

(1)

Mammals: The Table Méthodique for 1837 suggests eight plates in total; the
bound volume contains just three as counted by Guérin‐Méneville and
these are pll. 27–29 as explained in Fig. 2 because the page depicted above
as Fig. 2 refers to five being delayed and these are pll. 22–26, which, it is
said will appear in 1838 – and they did, these plates and the associated text
are published in the 1838 volume.

(2)

Birds: Guérin‐Méneville listed 8 feuilles (i.e. 128 pp) plus 12 pp. giving 140;
our analysis of the volume – see p. 32 – counts 132 pp. assigned to
gatherings and just 2 unassigned pages. Thus we have failed to account for
six pages from Guérin‐Méneville’s count for Classe II (Aves). The two pages
relating to the mésange, numbered 1 and 2, are bound in next to the pages
of incomplete gathering 9 and we believe they complete it. Guérin‐
Méneville erred in counting 6 colour plates, pl. 83 of nightjar feet is in black
and white.

(3)

Molluscs: Guérin‐Méneville listed 7 feuilles (i.e. 112 pp) plus 8 pp. giving
120; our analysis of the volume counts 118 pp. plus 2 unnumbered pages
for the inserted title page for Rang’s monograph and 2 for the “Avis” of
Alcide d’Orbigny (total 122).

(4)

Insects: Guérin‐Méneville listed a total of 12 feuilles. He noted 14 plates,
equalling 10 feuilles, and indicated the six of these that counted for a feuille
each (while the other eight counted half a feuille each). This agrees. He also
noted that there were two feuilles (32 pp) of text: our analysis (see Appendix
I.) located just 30 pages, suggesting – if the volume lacks no article – that
two blank pages have been issued but later excised.

11 In the Magasin de Zoologie full gatherings were 16 pages. Short gatherings were often of 8 pages and
probably never less than 4 pages because they had to be gathered by the stitching or sewing; Guérin‐
Méneville planning with the printer must have agreed on the articles selected to begin each gathering and
must have often approved the printing of half gatherings so that they would have the flexibility to make up a
complete gathering by inserting four, eight or exceptionally twelve pages to follow an initial short gathering
with a signature number.
12 Very exceptionally 2 pages (i.e. a leaf) might be tipped in, and there is clear evidence that this may have
happened in the 1838 volume.
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Our examination of the 1837 volume divided the content between pages and plates that
were identified as belonging to specific gatherings and content that was not. In Appendix I,
Table A1, we first show the identified contents of gatherings in the 1837 volume and show
gaps where the gathering is incomplete13, i.e. gaps amongst which the content not directly
associable with any gathering could have been placed. In each gap we insert a comment in
the table which in a few cases indicates how some or all of a gap can be accounted for –
drawing here on the pagination details in Figure 2.
Next in Table A2 of our Appendix I on 1837, we repeat the enumeration of plates and
text pages from Table I (i.e. the contribution the identified contents make, per classe, to
Guérin‐Méneville’s details in Figure 2) and, below that summary, we list all the unallocated
pages of content with their details (classe number, number of colour or black and white
plates and pages of text) and add the total of unallocated pages to the allocated pages.
“1837” – TIMING OF THE JOURNAL’S ISSUES

We have indicated earlier (p. 16) that our primary goal has been to determine whether
the pages containing the Synopsis Avium appeared before the suspension referred to in
Figure 1. In the report by Guérin‐Méneville on the content of the 1836 volume it was stated
that the 1837 volume would
contain the Synopsis which
would account for close to 100
pages and that these were
almost ready. In the 1837
volume the Synopsis Avium
content made up gatherings 2
through 7, thus our initial
assumption was that these 88
pages would all have been
published together, preceded
just by a single gathering, and
we believed that at least these
seven
gatherings
appeared
before the suspension to which
Guérin‐Méneville referred. But
could this be substantiated?
Initially we thought our
evidence suggested that all
gatherings up to no. 21 could
have preceded the suspension
and
that
22–27
perhaps Figure 3. Evidence for the timing of gathering 21. Extract from page
appeared only in October 1838. 8 in the Revue Zoologique for January 1838 (thought to have appeared
However, we soon found that in early February).
the situation is much more
complicated.

13

But a half signature could stand alone without completion.

ISSN 2045–4651

C7412274‐D3DF‐49B3‐B27C‐001137E5574F

Published 28 February 2017

Edward C. Dickinson & Alain Lebossé

22

Zoological Bibliography 2017 5(2)

Bonaparte (1838a) (see
Figure 3) referred to the plate of
Rhamphocelus dimidiatus (“pl.
18” is an error for pl. 81) 14 and
its three page article, which was
in gathering 21 in the 1837
volume; this proves 1837
publication of gathering 21.
However, it does not prove that
all the gatherings up to number
21 appeared in 1837 because
there
is
other
published
evidence which must be taken
into account.
The information in Figure 4
suggests that just two livraisons
appeared after the suspension,
but if so they seem to have been
substantial – holding in full the
article by d’Orbigny on the new
nudibranch species from coastal
France and the large paper by
Rang on cephalopods as well as Figure 4. Evidence for what was delayed. Extract from the October
a continuation of Laurent’s 1838 issue of the Revue Zoologique de la Société Cuvierienne also
work on marsupial mammals published by Guérin‐Méneville.
and another of the Synopsis
Avium of d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye.
Looking at the pages of Laurent’s paper in the 1837 volume of the Magasin de Zoologie on
Biodiversity Heritage Library (http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/114101#page/9/mode
/1up) it is very noticeable that compared to pages 1–16 (gathering 11) the paper from p. 17
onward appears to be much cleaner. If one critical break point is to be pointed out, this, the
change from signature 11 to 12, seems to be it. That Laurent’s paper suffered division is not
surprising as the associated plates (22 to 26) were late, indeed they were not counted
towards the 1837 volume (see Figure 2) and were in fact issued and counted in the 1838
volume. This delay to these plates could have motivated Guérin‐Méneville to hold back
gatherings 12 to 14 so that they might be united with the plates after the suspension was
lifted.
Checking the 88 pages of the Synopsis Avium there are five double page spreads to
consider (pp. 16–17, 32–33, 48–49, 64–65 and 80–81) – see Appendix II, Figures A to E. There
were no plates accompanying the Synopsis Avium, thus no delays to plates to delay these text
pages. Note too that at the end of 1836 Guérin‐Méneville had announced that this paper of

Plate 81 is associated with gathering 21, pll. 82–83 with gatherings 18 and 19, pl. 84 with gathering 16, and
pl. 85 with pages not labelled with a signature number. It is possible that these avian plates appeared in a
sequence other than that of the gathering numbers, Guérin‐Méneville will have known that a suspension was
coming and may have published everything that was ready to print even if not in the intended order. If this is
so then evidence for the actual sequence is unlikely to be found.
14
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almost 100 pages was nearly finished15. Based on the evidence in Fig. 4 we must accept that
some pages were delayed. Gathering 4 (pp. 33 to 48) stands out from both from the prior
pages and the following ones (see Appendix II). Expert opinion from Smithsonian Institution
librarians suggests that the ‘sizing’ of the paper will have been the cause of the difference in
appearance16. Whether the underlying problem seen in gatherings 4 and 11 would have been
affected by prolonged storage, partially in the winter, is uncertain. The pages in question
may have been printed in 1836 and stored through the 1836–37 winter. During winter in the
1830s damp and coal dust may have played a role in the discoloration. In an alternative
scenario pages 33–48 could have failed to be published before the suspension and have
suffered in the 1837–38 winter.
The discoloration would seem to imply that the longer storage period was suffered (i.e.
from early 1837 until mid‐1838) however the evidence of Figure 4 clearly contradicts this. It
seems incontrovertible that in the case of the mammals the darker pages 1–16 (gathering 11)
were issued and later pages held back; we are clearly told that only “la suite” of Laurent’s
paper was delayed so although there are four gatherings one at least must have been
published and this fits with the obvious break between pages 16 and 17. If we accept that
then logically the darker pages (pp. 33–48) in the Synopsis and those before them – in total
livraisons 2 to 4 – were also published and pp. 49 onwards held back. We find this evidence
of the similarly discoloured pages highly persuasive.
We admit that we may have been swayed by consideration of another point of view.
Our evidence on the dates of publication of the livraisons of the Voyage will contradict many
traditional citations to the Synopsis Avium (1837) as the original publication: for example
livraisons 1 to 19 of the Voyage appeared before the end of 183617 (all clearly before the
Synopsis Avium), livraisons 20 to 22 – which can be shown to have appeared before 28
February 183718 (which we also consider to have preceded the first component of the Synopsis
Avium), and by end June 1838 livraisons 24 to 34 appeared19 (which we consider to be before
the second “1837” component of the Synopsis Avium) – that second component not appearing
until October 1838. The effects of this decision will follow in our next paper, but the fewer
the pages of text and of plates from the Voyage that appeared before each of the components
of the Synopsis the less our evidence risks disrupting current citations and even
nomenclature. In pages 33 to 48, the last gathering of what we have termed the first
component of the 1837 Synopsis Avium, twenty‐nine new avian names were introduced by
d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye. This implies 29 names can be dated from 1837 rather than from
1838 and will probably reduce the need for corrections from the Synopsis to the Voyage in the
citations of the original introductions of names.
Accepting the above reasoning leads to circumscribing “les deux dernières livraisons” as
having comprised 48 pages on mammals (gatherings 12 to 14), 40 of birds (gathering 5 to 7),
16 on nudibranches (gathering 15) and 80 on cephalopods (gatherings 23–27). As we have
evidence that gathering 21 was published earlier we judge only gathering 22 (a half
See “Sur l‘année 1836” p. 2 (issued after completion of the 1836 volume).
Sizing (called apprêt in French) is a chemical treatment of paper, typically using gelatine, to keep the ink on
the surface of the paper so it does not sink into the paper (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/sizing – accessed
20.11.16).
17 Providing pp. 1–96 of the text and pll. 1–13 (incl. 6 bis) and 16 and 17.
18 Adding pp. 97–120 of the text and pll. 14, 18, 19, 22, 26, 27, 32 and 34.
19 Adding pp. 121–184 of the text and pll. 15, 21, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 47,
52, and 53.
15
16
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gathering on fossils) to be in doubt as to its year of publication. The conclusion that 184
pages probably appeared after the end of the suspension implies that some 232 pages
appeared earlier. Using the evidence from Figure 2 we count 23 delayed plates (none from
Laurent or the Synopsis Avium, 8 in colour of nudibranches and 15, of which 13 in colour, of
cephalopods). Taking text and plates together Guérin‐Méneville would have counted the
post‐suspension content as 32.5 feuilles (implying that 49.5 feuilles were published earlier).
Guérin‐Méneville, as he explained in September or October 183820, intended the
1837 volume to comprise 84 feuilles which is equivalent to 7 feuilles per issue. On this basis it
seems quite possible that 7 issues were published before the suspension (although we have
no details of them) and that the 32 feuilles after suspension accounted for all that was lacking
– except the two feuilles which Guérin‐Méneville stated were promised but not supplied21.
However, 32 feuilles is equivalent to 4 or 5 issues so that the reported “deux livraisons“ seem
to have been double their usual size22.
We are not aware of any evidence for the 1836 volume running late and therefore
believe we can date the first 1837 issue as a January issue appearing on or about 31 January
and that we can be reasonably assume that gatherings 2 to 4 (pp. 1–48, these being the first
three of the Synopsis), appeared in February 1837 and for these we shall routinely use 28
February in the taxon accounts which will follow in the next paper in this series. What else
appeared in which issue before mid‐1837, when we believe suspension began, we cannot
guess.
Apparently contradictory evidence, which seems to us to have been a consequence of
publication delay, relates to the genus‐group name Serrirostrum. Lafresnaye (1839: 291)
claimed precedence for this name over the name Agrilorhinus of Bonaparte, 1838, and stated
“nous publiâmes la même année, mais dès les premiers mois dans notre Synopsis Avium”23.
Bonaparte (1838b) published Agrilorhinus in the “troisième fascicule” of the Nouvelles Annales
des Sciences Naturelles. Sherborn (1923: 151) listed the name Agrilorhinus from 1838 in vol. 1,
p. 407, of this journal (in fact this journal is Italian and was named the Nuovi annali delle
scienze naturali). The third “fascicle” is for Maggio e Giugno (May and June) and contains pp.
305–47524. We suggest that Lafresnaye well knew that there was no issue published by the
Magasin de Zoologie in the early months of 1838 due to the suspension and that he implicitly
referred to 1837.
Finally, the title page of the 1837 volume is among several pages that all appear to date
from 1 September 1838; and, in the light of Figure 4 (listed as reference “L”, 1838) we accept
30 September 1838 as appropriate for gatherings 5 to 7 (making up pp. 49 to 88 of the
Synopsis).
1838 – CONTENT

In early September, 1838, relieved at having completed the 1837 volume, Guérin‐
Méneville wrote that much of the letterpress for the 1838 volume was in his hands and a lot
See p. 2 of “Sur l’année 1837” bound in the 1837 volume. Page 1 is our figure 2.
See p. 2 of “Sur l’année 1837” bound in the 1837 volume.
22 And we guess that one appeared about August and the other by end September.
23 “We published the same year, but in the first months.” [Transl. ECD]
24 Fascicle 1 (Gennaio e Febraio) made up pp. 1–160; fascicle 2 (Marzo e Abrile) made up pp. 161–304. It is
reasonable to presume, from the apparent practices of the period, that publication in each case followed the
end of the second month.
20
21

ISSN 2045–4651

C7412274‐D3DF‐49B3‐B27C‐001137E5574F

Published 28 February 2017

Edward C. Dickinson & Alain Lebossé

25

Zoological Bibliography 2017 5(2)

had already been printed. Thus it would seem that the 1838 volume can only have begun to
appear in about October or November 1838, and it is unclear how rapidly Guérin‐Méneville
published the content. He may, as he hoped, have completed publication by the end of
December. However, see the date 1839 on the title page in signature 8.
Table 2. The make‐up of the 1838 volume.
Signature
No.

Signature
date

Pp.

1
2
3
3
3
3
[3]

1838
1838
1838
1838
1838
1838
n/a

65–8025
81–96
1–4
1–2
1–2
1–2
1–2

[3]

n/a

1–4

4
5
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
[11]
12
13

1838
1838
n/a
1838
1838
1838
1838
1838
1838
n/a
1838
1838

1–16
17–27
28–32
33–48
49–60
i–xiii
1–16
17–32
97–103
104–112
113–128
129–140

[13]

n/a

14–18

1838

19

1838

19

1838

20

1838

20

1838

21–22

25

23

1838

23
24

1838

Abbreviated title

Author(s)

Classe

Pl. Nos.

L’os marsupial

Laurent

I

22–26

V
V
V
IX
IX

110–111
112
113
201
202

IX

203

IX
IX
IX
IX
IX

186–200
186–200
204–224
204–224
204–224

II

77–79

I

22–26

I

22–26

Helix labyrinthus
Deshayes
Marginella kieneriana
Petit
Carocolla unicigera
Petit
Petalura leachi
Guérin‐Méneville
Mantispa aureiventris
Guérin‐Méneville
Observations sur les
Guérin‐Méneville
genres … de M. Klug
Trachydérides
Dupont
Trachydérides
Dupont
Trachydérides
Dupont
Trachydérides
Dupont
Trachydérides
Dupont
Introduction to the above (14 pp + title page)
D’Orbigny &
Synopsis Avium
Lafresnaye
L’os marsupial
Laurent
Mémoire sur … des
marsupiaux

[Eydoux] & Laurent

L’encéphale de
[Eydoux & Laurent]
I
l’échidné
Voyage de la
1–80
Guérin‐Méneville
IX
Favorite. Insectes
Voyage de la
1–8
Guérin‐Méneville
VII
Favorite. Crustacés
Voyage de la
1–8
Guérin‐Méneville
VIII
Favorite. Arachnides
Voyage de la
1–4
Eydoux & Gervais
IX
Favorite. Myriapodes
Voyage de la
1–12
Eydoux
V
Favorite. Mollusques
Signatures 21 and 22 not found in the two sets examined.
L’encéphale de
145–153
[Laurent & Eydoux?]
I
l’échidné
154–160
Considérations
[Eydoux & Laurent]
I
zoologiques
161–176
141–144

30
225–238
23–26
16–17
239–240
114–119

30
30

Pp. 1–64 appeared in the 1837 volume.
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Signature
No.

Signature
date

25
25
[25]

1838
1838

173–175!
1–4
[9–16]

[1 3]

1838

33–3426

Pp.

26

Abbreviated title

Zoological Bibliography 2017 5(2)

Author(s)

Classe

Phytotoma rara
Eydoux & Gervais
II
This half gathering presumably not used
D’Orbigny &
Synopsis Avium
II
Lafresnaye

Pl. Nos.

86

77–79

Notes on Table 2:

(1)

Here almost all the pages are clearly associated with a gathering: the
exceptions are six pages here placed in gathering 3, the last eight pages
placed in gathering 11 and the last four pages placed in gathering 13. Page
numbering strongly suggests that the arrangements for gathering 11 and 13
are correct.

(2)

The starting page number for gathering 1 [p. 65] is because this is a
continuation of pp. 1–64 on the same subject in the 1837 volume; there is
more of the continuation in gathering 11.

(3)

The article on the echidna, by an unnamed author is also split: some in
gathering 13 and some in gathering 23.

(4)

Gatherings 4 to 8 may have been typeset and printed early, but with them
came a title page dated 1839 and the set type may perhaps have been held
for printing and publication until this was available. If printing was
deferred then it is easy to see the Synopsis Avium as having been published
quite soon after the 1837 volume was finished, except for pp. 33–34 which
have the curious notation “1 3” in the direction line and the issuance of
these is explained in Figure 5.

(5)

The last page of gathering 20 ends with “Fin de la zoologie.” This is to be
read, not in relation to this volume of the Magasin, but in the context of the
reports of the Voyage of the Favorite. It was no doubt intended that that set
of reports, published in vols. 6‐8 of the Magasin27, could be bound as a
separate volume.

(6)

The two sets examined (on the Biodiversity Heritage Library website and at
the Natural History Museum, South Kensington), seem to omit gatherings
21 and 22. The number 25 in the direction line appears on two different
pages. As a result gathering 25 could begin with the 4 pages about
Phytotoma rara or with the last, mis‐numbered pages of the “Considerations
zoologiques” (see 8 below). We believe the former to be more likely.

26 The summary of classe contents (“Sur l’année 1838”) reported that these two pages did not appear at the
time of gatherings 9 and 10, but appeared with the six pages of the Tableau Méthodique for 1838.
27 Vol. 6 held the accounts of the mammals and the birds.
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(7)

Authorship is not always apparent but reference to the series index allows
near certainty although in such cases we give such names in square
brackets and in one case we insert a question mark.

(8)

Pp. 173–175 plus a fourth page which is blank, with gathering number 25 in
the direction line, should have been numbered 177–179!

Figure 5. Guérin‐Méneville’s summary of plates and text pages in the 1838 volume.
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Notes on Figure 5:

(1)

Mammals: the plate numbers are 22–26 and 30 (this being omitted by
Guérin‐Méneville above), a total of 6 plates all in black and white. He gives
the equivalent as 3 feuilles and 8 pages; in his system that means seven black
and white to arrive not six but he counted plate 26, which folds out, as two
[printing] plates28. We count 116 pages: 32 from gatherings 1 and 2, 48 from
gatherings 11–13, 32 from gatherings 23 and 24 and, from signature 25, 4
pages (one of them blank) mistakenly numbered (again) 173 to 176. Guérin‐
Méneville counted 114.

(2)

Birds: one black and white plate and according to Guérin‐Méneville 38
pages of text. These include the last two pages of the Synopsis Avium, which
came out with the tables; and no doubt this leaf was tipped in when
binding so that the pages ran on as expected.

(3)

Molluscs: there are undoubtedly 10 plates and they are in colour so why
Guérin‐Méneville counted nine is a mystery.

(4)

Insects: Guérin‐Méneville gives 40 colour plates (pll. 201–240) and 168
pages of text (10 feuilles plus 8 pages). We have found 51 colour and 4 black
and white plates. The 15 extra are pll. 186–200 (bound into this volume as
displayed by the Biodiversity Heritage Library) – not included in Fig. 5 but
within the 1838 volume according to p. 19 in the Table alphabétique.

Figure 5 (shown above) was printed together with the list of the contents of the 1838
volume of the Magasin de Zoologie. By this time 120 pages of the Synopsis Avium had already
appeared and the Note at the foot of the page saying “contiendra la suite” promised a
further instalment in 1839 – but this apparently never appeared and the Synopsis remained
incomplete.
Earlier we remarked that Dickinson (2011) knew of no wrappers for the monthly issues
of the Magasin de Zoologie. This is still true for Series 1 (1831–38), but not for Series 2
(beginning in 1839) where the newly titled Magasin de Zoologie d’anatomie compare et de
palæontologie is shown by the Biodiversity Heritage Library to have used such wrappers.
Here, however, we are still concerned with Series 1.
Of the Synopsis Hellmayr (1921a: 171), without commenting on the dates of publication,
wrote: “This list, too, was never finished, and ending with the genus Prionites, is even less
complete than the text in the Voyage on the Oiseaux”. In fact there are some species, such as
woodpeckers, that are not in the Synopsis but are covered in the Voyage. Many others, such as
rails, ducks, geese and waders, are wholly lacking.
We have found no explanation for the failure to finish either the Synopsis or the full text
on birds for the Voyage although Taylor (2011) reported that “D’Orbigny’s attention returned
to his first fascination, fossil invertebrates, and in the remaining years of his life he published
several substantial works on the subject. In 1853 Napoleon III created for him a position of
Professor of Paleontology at the Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, a position he held for the few
remaining years of his life”.

Like Temminck when he used two printing plates for a picture in the Planches Coloriées – see Dickinson
(2001).
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“1837” – TIMING OF THE JOURNAL’S ISSUES

In respect of the 1837 volume we have explained our belief that gatherings 2 to 4 would
have appeared in February 1837 and 5 to 7 in late September 1838.
The 1838 volume contained
28 gatherings of text so that
each monthly issue probably
contained 2–3 such gatherings,
although this will have been
affected by the number of
plates that appeared. The
second component of the
Synopsis made up gatherings 9
and 10 and so it would have
probably been in the April or
May “1838” issue. We have
seen earlier that the last two
livraisons of the “1837” volume
appeared about end September
1838. So, if we assume that the
1838 volume started to appear
in late 1838, and that it was
being dealt with rapidly in
order to make up time, then we
believe it is reasonable to date
gatherings 9 and 10 from about
January 1839.
It must be
observed however that we
have located no direct evidence
to support this. By contrast, as
shown in Figure 5, the two final
pages of the Synopsis only Figure 6. The 1837 Errata list (1838) and the footnote relating to 1839.
appeared with the summary
tables and the volume title page.
In summary, we intend, in the third of this series of papers, to apply the date of 28
February 1837 to pp. 1–48 of the “1837” content of the Synopsis Avium and 30 September to
pp. 49–88. As regards the “1838” content we apply the date of 31 January 1839 to pp. 1–32
and the date of 30 June 1839 to pp. 33–34. The only support for this is that the
commencement of the first volume in series 2, the 1839 volume, was reported in the
Bibliographie de France on 27 July 1839 (see entry 3687 therein).
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APPENDIX I (TABLE A) – ANALYSIS OF THE TWO VOLUMES OF THE MAGASIN
Table A1. Mag. Zool. Vol. 7 ʺ1837ʺ The sequence of type setting gathering by gathering.

Signature
No.

Signature
date

Pp.

Abbreviated title

Author(s)

Classe

Pl. Nos.

1

1837

1–8

[Le] genre Limnadie

Guérin‐Ménéville

VII

21

1

9–16

2–6

1837

1–80

7

1837

81–88

8–9

89–96

D’Orbigny &
Lafresnaye

II

77–79

Nil

Pachydermes fossiles

Jacquemain

I

9

29–30

Séances de
l’Académie

De Blainville

I

[9]

31–32

Mésange

Lafresnaye

II

80

1

1–10

Voyage de la
Favorite. Reptiles

Eydoux &
Gervais

III

Dec–16

4

1837

10

11–16

11–14

1837

1–64

15

1837

1–16

16

1837

1–6

16
17

1837

17

Pp. of text
(incl. last
blank sheet)

1

8

Nil

88

No evidence found to show how or if this half signature was used

1–28

10

1837

No. of
pll.
(b/w)

No evidence found to show how or if this half signature was used
Synopsis Avium

7

No. of
pll.
(Col.)

27–29
Nil

3

28

Nil

2
2

1

10

No evidence found to show how or if these six pages were used
Mammifères
marsupiaux
Nudibranches de
France
Œdicnème (vocifer)

Laurent

I

22–26

A. D’Orbigny

V

102–109

8

16

L’Herminier

II

84

1

6

64

7–16

Analysis suggests pp. 1‐8 (last two blank) could have appeared as a half signature. The rest?

1–8

Les Crïnoides

9–16

A. D’Orbigny

X

3

1

8

No evidence found to show how or if this half signature was used

18–19

1837

1–32

Les Engoulevents

Lafresnaye

II

82–83

1

20

1837

1–6

Amphisbène

Gervais

III

10–11

2

7–16

Analysis suggests pp. 1‐8 (last two blank) could have appeared as a half signature. The rest?

1–4

Les tangaras

20
21

1837

21
22

5–16
1837

22
23–25

1–8
9–16

1837

26

Lafresnaye

II

81

1

6

1

4

No evidence found to show how or if these twelve pages were used
Fossiles

C. D’Orbigny

V

78

1

8

No evidence found to show how or if this half signature was used

1–48

Céphalopodes

Rang

49–57

Céphalopodes

Rang

86–88

1

2

V
26

58–64

Céphalopodes

Rang

27

65–78

Céphalopodes

Rang

27

79–80

78
89–101

13
2

A title page for Rangʹs work ?
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Table A2. Mag. Zool. Vol. 7 ʺ1837ʺ Content analysis for reconciliation with Guérinʹs figures.
Analysis of evident placements based on gathering numbers
Classe
Mammals

I

Birds

II

Reptiles

III

Fish

IV

Molluscs

Pl. nos.

V

Crustaceans

VII

Insects

IX

Zoophytes

X

Col. pll.

B/w pll.

Text pp.

3

94

4

1

132

6

1

16

22

3

104

1

8

32

1

8

10

362

Analysis of pages not firmly placed above
Trogon antisianus

A. dʹOrbigny

II

85

1

2

Voyage de la Favorite.
Fishes

Eydoux & Gervais

IV

16–17

2

4

Helice nemoralina

Petit

V

80

1

Coquille fossiles

Michaud

V

81–85

De lʹanimal de lʹArgonaut

Correspondence ‐‐
Rendu et Rang

V

Paludines fossiles

dʹOrbigny

V

AVIS

dʹOrbigny

V

Calognathus

Guérin

IX

172

1

Genus Fulgora

Guérin

IX

173–174

1

Helops lanipes

Blanchard

IX

175

1

2

Steira (Coleoptera)

Westwood

IX

176

1

2

Luperus nasutus

Westwood

IX

177

1

2

Forficula parallela

Westwood

IX

178

1

Familia Cynipidarum

Westwood

IX

179

Conura

Spinola

IX

180

1

2

Carabes du Bosphore

Christoforis & Jan

IX

181–183

3

6

Xiphicera caternaulti

Feisthamel

IX

ʹ181ʹ

1

2

= 184

Xiphicera pieretii

Blanchard

IX

ʹ182ʹ

2

= 185

8
4

79

1

2
2
4

1

4

2
1

1

2

16

8

54

32

10

362

48

18

416

Soc. Cuvierienne
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Table A3. Mag. Zool. Vol. 8 ʺ1838ʺ The sequence of type setting gathering by gathering.
Signature Signature
No.
date

Pp.

Abbreviated title

Author(s)

Classe Pl. Nos.

L’os marsupial

[Laurent?]

I

22–26

No. of
pll.
(Col.)

No. of
pll.
(b/w)

Pp. of text
(incl. last
blank)

5

32

1

1838

65–80

2

1838

81–96

3

1838

1–4

Helix labyritnhus

Deshayes

V

110–111

2

4

3

1838

1–2

Marginella kieneriana

Petit

V

112

1

2

3

1838

1–2

Carocolla unicigera

Petit

V

113

1

2

3

1838

1–2

Petalura selysii

Guérin‐Ménéville

IX

201

1

2

[3]

n/a

1–2

Mantispa aureiventris

Guérin‐Ménéville

IX

202

1

2

[3]

n/a

1–4

Observations sur les
genres … de M. Klug

Guérin‐Ménéville

IX

203

1

4

4

1838

1–16

Trachydérides

Dupont

IX

186–200

15

16

5

1838

17–27

Trachydérides

Dupont

IX

186–200

D

11

5

n/a

28–32

Trachydérides

Dupont

IX

204–224

17

6

1838

33–48

Trachydérides

Dupont

IX

204–224

D

16

7

1838

49–60

Trachydérides

Dupont

IX

204–224

D

12

8

1838

i–xiii

9

1838

1–16

10

1838

17–32

11

1838

97–103

[11]

n/a

104–112

12

1838

113–128

13

1838

129–140

Introduction to the above (14 pp) + T.P.

4

5

NIL

NIL

16

NIL

NIL

32

Synopsis Avium

dʹOrbigny & Lafresnaye

II

77–79

L’os marsupial

[Laurent?]

I

22–26

D

7

Mémoire sur … des
marsupiaux

[Eydoux &] Laurent

I

22–26

D

37

[13]

n/a

141–144

L’encéphale de l’échidné

[Eydoux & Laurent]

I

30

14‐18

1838

1–80

La Favorite. Insectes

Guérin‐Ménéville

IX

225–238

14

80

19

1838

1–8

La Favorite. Crustacés

Guérin‐Ménéville

VII

23–26

4

8

19

1838

1–8

La Favorite. Arachnides

Guérin‐Ménéville

VIII

16–17

2

8

20

1838

1–4

La Favorite. Myriapodes

Eydoux & Gervais

IX

239–240

2

4

20

1838

1–12

La Favorite. Mollusques

Eydoux

V

114–119

6

12

21–22
23

4

Signatures 21 and 22 not found in the two sets examined.
1838

145–153

23

n/a

154–160

24

1838

161–176

25

1838

173–[176]

25

1838

1–4

25
[1 3]

1

L’encéphale de l’échidné

[Laurent & Eydoux?]

I

30

D

9

Considerations
zoologiques

[Eydoux & Laurent]

I

30

D

27

Phytotoma rara

Eydoux & Gervais

II

86

1

4

11

358

[9–16]
1838

33–34

This half gathering presumably not used
Synopsis Avium

dʹOrbigny & Lafresnaye

II

77–79

2
67
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Table A4. Mag. Zool. Vol. 8 ʺ1838ʺ Content analysis for reconciliation with Guérinʹs figures.
Analysis of evident placements based on gathering numbers
Classe

No. of pll.
(Col.)

No. of pll.
(b/w)

Pp. of text
(incl. last
blank sheet)

Mammals

I

6 [5]

116

Birds

II

1

38

Reptiles

III

Fish

IV

Molluscs

V

10 [9*]

20

Crustaceans

VII

4

8

Arachnids

VIII

2

8

IX

51 [40]

4 [0]

168

67

11

358

Insects
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APPENDIX II. – DETERMINATION OF KEY BREAK POINT IN THE 1837 VOLUME

Figures A and B. Showing respectively pp. 16–17 and pp. 32–33.
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Figures C and D. Showing respectively pp. 48–49 and pp. 64–65.
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Figure E. Showing pp. 80–81.
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