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A study of d’Orbigny’s “Voyage dans l’Amerique Meridionale”
VII. More original wrappers and what they tell us 1
Edward C. Dickinson
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ABSTRACT: Writing about d’Orbigny’s “Voyage dans l’Amérique Méridionale” some months ago I
had only seen one original blue part‐wrapper (that of livraison 35). This meant that only
tentatively could it be affirmed that the contents list which appeared on a white label was the
way other wrappers would have been complemented. Original blue wrappers from livraisons
1 to 5 have now been discovered and they sustain that observation, while providing evidence
of conflicting dates. The dates have been compared with the report of Sherborn & Griffin
(1934) and the contents lists have been compared with those described by these authors on the
typed sheets now held in the General Library of the Natural History Museum (London).
KEYWORDS: Alcide d’Orbigny, South America, wrappers, livraisons, Museum of Comparative
Zoology (Harvard), Natural History Museum (London), preservation, remaindering.
INTRODUCTION

The 19th century saw many substantial works that contained expensive colour plates
produced and sold in parts (Dickinson et al., 2011: 34). The printers saw an advantage in that
they did not need to buy extra type to set and authors could write and supply text spreading
the work over time and facilitating work on other projects in parallel. Publishers could pay
authors for colour plates in a number of smaller payments which due to the sales could very
largely be done from cash flow. The buyers gained from laying out smaller amounts to
spread the cost over time.
The publisher provided wrappers (couvertures in French) which allowed buyers to
grow their collection of the parts in an organised way. However in preparation for binding,
wrappers were separated and once bound, regardless of the information in the four page
wrapper (front and back, both inside and outside), 2 they were very frequently discarded.
The most obvious loss was what might be a date of publication. A less obvious loss was the
information on the wrapper defining its content. In multi‐volume and multi‐subject works
like d’Orbigny’s “Voyage dans l’Amérique Méridionale”, hereafter “the Voyage”, deprived of
wrapper data bibliographers could only guess at the content – which usually included some
text and some plates and often related to topics that would be treated in different volumes.
1

This paper was preceded, in this series and this volume, by “I. The Voyage and the evidence from Sherborn &
Griffin (1934)”, by “II. On the composition of the 1837 and 1838 volumes of the Magasin de Zoologie”, by “III. A
correction in respect of the split of the 1837 volume of the Magasin de Zoologie”, by “IV. New avian names
deriving from d’Orbigny’s expedition with evidence of their first introduction, and necessary corrections to
authorship, dates and citations”, “V. Necessary corrections to data from the “Index Animalium” and by “VI.
Type specimens based on plate captions: bibliographic evidence applied.”
2 Williams (2005) has proposed a system for consecutive pagination of wrappers, thus: w[1], w[2], w[3] and
w[4].

ISSN 2045–4651

798996DD‐DC17‐4603‐9B2C‐3C7235C4B252

Published 8 March 2019

Edward C. Dickinson

390

Zoological Bibliography 2019 5(7)

In such a situation it can be very hard to determine precedence between two new names
given by the same or different authors to the same newly discovered taxon.
Dickinson (2017) explained how the lack of reliable dating information about the parts of
d’Orbigny’s massive work was largely resolved by Sherborn & Griffin (1934) although this
came too late to be taken up when such accuracy was needed in the seminal multi‐volume
Catalogue of the birds of the Americas (1918‐1949). The work they examined in the early 1930s
had been brought to their attention by Bernard Quaritch, but it was soon sold and the
records of sales were lost in the blitz in World War II. Therefore an enquiry in 2007 as to who
or which institution might have bought this remarkable set was unsuccessful (Dickinson et
al., 2011: 89). One wrapper was found in the Natural History Museum (London and Tring)
and this Dickinson (2017) depicted. That 2017 paper examined what Sherborn & Griffin
(1934) had published, and compared the details of the contents‐lists found on each wrapper
by Sherborn and Griffin that had been typed by their assistant, Miss P. Taylor. 3 To that
information, which very largely tallied (although a few minor errors were identified),
Dickinson was able to add that the contents‐lists seemed to have been applied using white
stickers. Moreover, wrappers with given year‐dates were almost certainly printed in
quantity so that they could be used for multiple livraisons.
METHODOLOGY

Recently it has been discovered that the Ernst Mayr Library of the Museum of
Comparative Zoology (Harvard University, Cambridge, USA) holds a set purchased about
1860 by Louis Agassiz (1807‐1873), part of a private collection of books from Laurent de
Koninck (1809‐1887), a Belgian palaeontologist. De Koninck apparently began to study
fossils in 1835 (Chisholm, 1911), and must have known Alcide d’Orbigny personally, as their
interest in mussels was shared. The Harvard records say that the volumes of the Voyage were
rebound in 1938. As a few wrappers are bound in, it is likely that the rest were either never
obtained by de Koninck or were mistakenly omitted when the work was first bound. The
only easy way to have bound the wrappers would have been to make an extra volume just of
the wrappers, because the mixed contents of the livraisons made inserting most of them
within one or another of the text volumes an unsatisfactory solution.
Figures 1 to 5 depict the wrappers of livraisons 1 to 5. They prove that content labelling
at the outset of publication was just as shown for livraison 35 (in Dickinson, 2017) and
physical examination shows them to be labels placed in a planned space, seemingly without
a printed frame to show where they should be placed.
OTHER FINDINGS

The date on four of these five wrappers is 1834; the exception, dated 1835, is part four.
Dickinson & Lebossé (2018) gave no date for part 4 but gave 1835 for parts 3 and 5 , here
contradicted. Earlier Dickinson (2017) reporting and illustrating the wrapper for part 35
found 1836 on the wrapper where Sherborn & Griffin (1934) had found 1837. These findings
support the view that the year‐dates on the wrappers should be ignored in favour of the
dates demonstrable from evidence as to when they were in existence as published works.

3

The typed sheets have been bound and are held in the General Library of the Natural History Museum,
London, under call number L76 f FRA.
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Figure 1. Page w[1] of wrapper for the first part (Première Livraison), with permission from the Ernst
Mayr Library and Archives of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University who kindly
supplied the image.
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Figure 2. Page w[1] of wrapper for the second part (Deuxième Livraison), with permission from the
Ernst Mayr Library and Archives of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University who
kindly supplied the image.
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Figure 3. Page w[1] of wrapper for the third part (Troisième Livraison), with permission from the
Ernst Mayr Library and Archives of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University who
kindly supplied the image.
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Figure 4. Page w[1] of wrapper for the fourth part (Quatrième Livraison), with permission from the
Ernst Mayr Library and Archives of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University who
kindly supplied the image.
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Figure 5. Page w[1] of wrapper for the fifth part (Cinquième Livraison), with permission from the
Ernst Mayr Library and Archives of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University who
kindly supplied the image.
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Table I. Dates compared (BSGF = Bulletin de la Société Geologique de France):

Livraison No.

Printed date on wrapper in
S & G (1934)
MCZ vols. (2018)

1
2
3
4
5

1834
1834
1835
1835
1835

1834
1834
1834
1835
1834

Dickinson & Lebosse (2018)
Date given
Source
20.04.1835
20.04.1835
13.07.1835
13.07.1835
13.07.1835

BSGF
BSGF
BSGF
BSGF
BSGF

They also remind us that some sets of this work may have been compiled by remainder
merchants. Such activity would probably have required the printing of fresh labels to paste
onto wrappers that had not been used. The subject of “remaindering” has been discussed in
relation to the “Nouveau recueil de planches coloriées d’oiseaux ...” of Temminck & Laugier (see
Sayako & Dickinson, 2001, and Dickinson & Tsurumi, 2011).
The data in the labels, shown in Figures 1–5 above, have been compared with what was
typed up by Miss Taylor (whose typed pages have been bound and are held in the General
Library of the Natural History Museum, London under call number L76f). There seem to be
no differences in what is printed however note the pencilled annotations in the labels
depicted above. These annotations seem unlikely to have been present at the time of original
issue and presumably refer to the record checks of actual contents made by sellers or buyers
in the years up to, and perhaps including the purchase by Agassiz.
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