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ABSTRACT: The Synopsis Avium published by d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye (correctly not by
Lafresnaye & d’Orbigny) was discussed by Dickinson & Lebossé (2018a, b) as if all the new
names that had not already been published must to be attributed to both authors. This was a
mistake: several names are attributable to d’Orbigny alone based on Art. 50.1. The names
requiring correction are Agleactis pamela – No. 179 in Dickinson & Lebossé (2018a),
Oreotrochilus estella – No. 182 in Dickinson & Lebossé (2018a) and Oreotrochilus adela – No. 183
in Dickinson & Lebossé (2018a).
KEYWORDS: Alcide d’Orbigny, Baron de Lafresnaye, Trochilidae, authorship, Article 50.1,
ICZN Code.

The Synopsis Avium, inserted in the Magasin de Zoologie volumes for 1837 and 1838, actually
appeared in four parts over the period from about February 1837 to June 1839 (see Dickinson
& Lebossé, 2018a: 53). Dickinson & Lebossé (2018a: 58) reported that livraisons 1 to 19 of the
Voyage all appeared before 1837 and that the first 22 appeared before the first part of the
Synopsis. During that period livraisons 23 to 38 of d’Orbigny’s Voyage dans l’Amérique
Méridionale were being issued. Both works report on d’Orbigny’s avifaunal discoveries and
both are incomplete.
Almost all the text for the Synopsis reached Guérin‐Méneville, the editor of the Magasin
de Zoologie in 1836. Finalising the 1836 volume, Guérin‐Méneville (1836) 1 advised that the
1837 volume would include “Le Synopsis de tous les Oiseaux recueillis par M. A. d’Orbigny
dans son voyage en Amérique; ce Mémoire, qui formera près de 100 pages, est presque
terminé.”
There is little or no evidence that the manuscript was edited after submission. By the
close of 1836 plates 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6 bis, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20 and 23 had been
published. However, in their text d’Orbigny and Lafresnaye refer to plates 1 to 5 (all
published by February 1836) and “6” which might refer to 6 bis which appeared that month
along with pl. 23; of pl. 7 published a month earlier there is no mention. All these mentions
of plates are to be found in the first 14 pages.
The two authors were well aware that these two publications – the Synopsis by them and
the Voyage by d’Orbigny alone – were proceeding in parallel but they seem not to have tried
to correct the manuscript to make clear which names had already been published (in plate
captions) by d’Orbigny. This may have been because they considered that new names
introduced in plate captions were not available because there was no written description.
1

Very probably published after the year end, but chronologically it helps to use 1836 here.
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This view may have been generally held; Sherborn (1902: vii) wrote: “In the case of plates
appearing before the text, the date of each is given if ascertainable (e.g. Schreber’s
‘Säugthiere’), but in no case is the date of a plate accepted in preference to the date of
text …”.
In the Synopsis the authors use the term ‘Nob.’ [= Nobis or ‘of us’] in respect of birds they
believed they were naming for the first time; but, and this is typical of works of the period, in
particular French ones, they also used ‘Nob.’ when, by combining a previously used specific
epithet with a genus‐group name not originally used and now used by them for the first
time, they claimed a new combination. There are many of these – their identification is
simple because they refer to the prior name – on which they are based – and to their author.
The Code (ICZN, 1999) deals with concerns about the identity of authors in Art. 50.1.
This article must be interpreted with care. It states that the author of a name of a
nomenclatural act is the first person to publish it. Where there are two authors of a work
both are publishers; however, names and nomenclatural acts can be judged differently. The
name may have a single author such that you can have “Johnson in Johnson and Thomson”
as the complete expression of authorship. This requires evidence within the work identifying
that role.
That evidence comes in the 1838 volume of the Magasin de Zoologie (Huitième année),
where “D’Orb.” appears in place of “Nob.” In three places (p. 29 for O. Pamela: p. 32 for T.
Estella, and p. 33 for T. Adela).
Dickinson & Lebossé (2018a) did not realise the significance of this. It has, however,
been correctly picked up and debated on BirdForum. 2 Nothing published on BirdForum is
published in the meaning of the Code – content is neither printed nor part of any
e‐publication that might qualify, so a published correction is needed. On being advised of
this by Martin Schneider, Edward Dickinson, satisfied that a correction was necessary, asked
Martin to join him to co‐author this paper. Two other potential authors were copied in that
invitation, but over a four week period neither took up the suggestion that they might
choose to participate.
The corrections necessary are as follows:
Agleactis pamela (d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye, 1839) (No. 179 in Dickinson & Lebossé,
2018a: 193): change to Agleactis pamela (d’Orbigny, 1839) 3
Oreotrochilus estella (d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye, 1839) (No. 182 in Dickinson & Lebossé,
2018a: 195): change to Oreotrochilus estella (d’Orbigny, 1839) 4
Oreotrochilus adela (d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye, 1839) (No. 183 in Dickinson & Lebossé,
2018a: 195): change to Oreotrochilus adela (d’Orbigny, 1839). 5

2

https://www.birdforum.net/showthread.php?t=383253 (accessed 09/11/2019).
Alcide d’Orbigny’s wife was called Pamela.
4 Estella was the name of d’Orbigny’s sister.
5 Adela is thought to refer to Adelaide, d’Orbigny’s mother‐in‐law.
3
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In Dickinson & Lebossé (2018b: 285) the names of both authors were inferred by the
initials used in the ‘Authors’ column in Table I. so there “d’O & L” must be changed to
“d’O”.
In each case we could have referred to “d’Orbigny in d’Orbigny & Lafresnaye” but we
prefer the simpler alternative; however, by making this comment here we draw attention to
that option for those who might be keen to use it.
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